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Prologue

This is the part where you can ramble and ‘blab’ about your upcoming project.  It should have been written before you began the project.  In it, I hope to read what I hope to learn in doing this project.  Without hoping to learn something, I wonder what the point of doing any research project is.  So you could talk about what interested you in the short story, what is your background in relation to the author, etc.

It would be perfectly acceptable, in the prologue, to use first person and to reflect on aspects of the class, the craft cube, or whatever.  A prologue is intended to be less formal, more casual.  


I hope that your prologue is thoughtfully written and that it take up about ¾ to one page.  If it’s much less than that, it will appear unsubstantial.  If it’s longer than that, perhaps you have rambled too much.  I hope that you get the idea.  


Now, if you hit Ctrl “Enter” (in most programs) this will take you to a new page.  Your prologue should be on a separate page with the above heading.  On the next page, you will begin the body of your research paper.  I will know that you’re beginning this part because you will have a title, an epigraph, and then the body of the paper.  No other parts will be labeled (i.e. author biography, historical sketch, etc.) until you get to the epilogue, which will also be on a separate page.  See you on the next page. 
Your incredibly creative title goes here, centered and bold

Your epigraph goes here, OR how I got full credit for my title by including both parts ;)


Your paper will begin with a stellar introduction.  You know that it is important to grab the reader’s attention with your introduction.  But you should also make it clear what your paper is going to be about.  This is probably going to be your guiding question BUT turned into a thesis statement.  Your introduction should tell the reader, me, what you’re going to say or talk about in your paper.  Remember, the research paper is a conversation.  In researching a project, in trying to learn more about your topic, you read what others have written about it THEN you quote them (either verbatim or paraphrased) and you cite your source.  Always give credit where credit is due.  So that’s what your introduction is all about. End with a thesis statement that touches upon your focus points in relation to your overall topic.

In order to understand the short story BLANK, it is important to learn more about the author.  So that’s how you can transition into the section that I like to call the author’s biography.  I feel that it is important to know a little bit about the writer.  I think it really helps to understand Hemingway’s stories if you know a little about Hemingway himself.  No one lives in a vacuum, therefore the writing in directly related to the writer.  


It has been said that “all writing in autobiographical.” (p. 0 Source)  I don’t completely agree with that statement because I know that is it possible to construct a gripping tale about a thief without actually stealing anything.  But I do think that very often, reality appears in stories—in one way or another.  That’s why I put so much emphasis on this section.
Finding information about an author is also something that can easily be accomplished.  It is one of your five required sources.  And it’s a pretty simple way to find enough information, enough facts, to fill ¾ of a page.  You have to admit that you can convey a good deal of stuff by way of biography.  In some cases, you might be tempted to include more than one source for your biography.  That would be okay, but in that case, you should be sure that you have three sources for the other parts of your paper.  

I hope that you get the idea here.  And that you continue to write about your particular author.  And I hope that you write just a few more sentences on this part of the paper.  Then you will reach a point where you have probably said enough and then you can move on to the next section.

This author wrote during an interesting period in American history.  This is where you will transition into the… you say it… the historical sketch section of your paper.  You will include facts about the time period during which your short story was written OR you will go on about the time that the story is set.  I leave that choice up to you.  

Again, I think that it helps to understand a story if you know what was going on in the world when it was composed.  It may have no actual bearing on the story.  But then again, it may.  In some cases, you may discover something very interesting about the relationship between history and a story.  For example, The Wizard of Oz offers political commentary on the late 1800’s.  (p. 0, SourceTwo)  It’s okay to paraphrase, but always remember to cite your source.
You might discover other interesting stuff about the story and its relationship to history.  Even if you don’t find a great tidbit like that, you have another required source for your paper.  And you have filled another ¾ of a page of your eight page paper.  And remember, you have a separate page for both prologue and epilogue so the actual paper is only six pages.  And another thing, ALWAYS write out numbers < 1,000.  That, too, adds characters to your paper.  And by characters, I mean letters.  Think you get the idea.

Back to the body of your paper.  Hey look!  I’m on page four.  You should remind yourself of your guiding question here.  You should remind yourself AND the reader by restating your thesis.  What are you hoping to prove in your paper?  What are you hoping to learn and to understand?  Be sure that it is clear to your reader.  You’d be surprised how much remains in your head and doesn’t get onto the page.  
As I said in class today, and I read this in a book titled Unzipped!  Essays, by C.J. Bennett, “Who care?” And “Why does this matter?” (p. ???, SourceThree) Now I was told that book titles are underlined while less/ shorter works receive quotations or as is now available with computers to use italics, but some sources say that book titles are in italics.  So what do you use for ‘lesser’ works?  Let’s just say that you need to SHOW in some way that it is a book title.  Keep asking yourself these questions.  It will keep you on track.  
I will say here, it really helps to get some distance between your first draft and your subsequent drafts.  Did you know that some authors write fifteen to twenty or more drafts?  Notice how I wrote out those numbers?  So it is not that much to ask that you write a rough draft and a final draft.  It helps to put your writing aside for a little while.  It helps you to see and hear errors that you made in your first writing.  How many times have you printed out a paper only to find a mistake just before you hand it in? 
I am a firm believer in revising on a printed draft.  For some reason, it is easier to see mistakes when they’re on paper.  I don’t know why this is true, but it does seem to be true.  From here on out, I will not use as many REAL words.  I hope that you’ve enjoyed my explanations.  I will continue by using my favorite pseudo language, Lorem ipsum.  Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.   
Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum has been the industry's standard dummy text ever since the 1500s, when an unknown printer took a galley of type and scrambled it to make a type specimen book. It has survived not only five centuries, but also the leap into electronic typesetting, remaining essentially unchanged. It was popularised in the 1960s with the release of Letraset sheets containing Lorem Ipsum passages, and more recently with desktop publishing software like Aldus PageMaker including versions of Lorem Ipsum. (p. -6, SourceFour)

So you get the idea.  I want you to think about introducing new sources and new information as you go along.  I want you to keep in mind a few things.  When you introduce a source, you can either quote exactly OR you can paraphrase.  But either way, you need to add significance by using the “E’s.”  Explain, expand, extrapolate, things like that.  Also interpret.  It IS not enough to just quoting the experts.  That doesn’t show that you’ve thought or understand ANYTHING.  This process, the putting together of quotes, is called a pastiche.  It’s a nice French word that means pasting.  Actually, let’s look that up, shall we?   If you highlight a word (you can do that by double clicking the word) and then hit ‘Shift—F7,’ it will open the thesaurus in word.  When I did that, I got these substitute words:  takeoff, imitation, appropriation, spook, lampoon, parody.  (p. , SourceFive)  
You can introduce your next subject, quote or paraphrase, and then explain the source.  

What kinds of sources?  Always keep in mind your guiding question OR your overall topic.  This will provide focus.  All of your research should provide an answer to this guiding question.  You shouldn’t write a paper based on only what you know.  And you hopefully don’t write a paper with five sources just because your professor assigned a paper required to have five sources.  Why do you go to college anyway?  You go to learn something.  When professors give assignments, they ask you to go through the paces IN ORDER TO get practice at learning HOW to do something.  There are other reasons, of course, but as in many fields, you have to learn THE PROCESS so that you can then use the process when you’ve got a real job in the real world and you STILL have to do research.  BUT now you’re getting paid for it.  And you’ll be better prepared because of your College Writing 2 course.

“What else,” you’re probably asking, “should I include in this paper?”  One thing that you shouldn’t do (although I’ve broken the rule many times in my little rant) is to use contractions.  Remember what those are?  No, not fractions.  Contractions use that little symbol that’s like “ but well… you know what I mean.  
Consider the style of the paper.  This is supposed to be an academic style.  Therefore, it is not advisable to use informal language.  Blah, blah, blah.   What else can I tell you?  Almost done.  On page six. Oh yeah, you should look over your paper and see if you’ve used things like bold, italics, and CAPS.  Also, remember to underline book titles.  Using these different formatting things makes your paper LOOK more interesting and it also shows that you’ve put thought into what you’re doing and writing.  
In order to further understand the author (fill in the blank here) and the story (again fill in the blank) I did some first hand research by conducting an interview with Mr. Ralph Smith, an adult who reads a lot of literature and in particular _____ (your author) because I wondered what he thought of your guiding question, maybe etc.  I started by learning a little more about Mr. Smith.  He is fill in with a brief, very brief biography.  I asked Mr. Smith five questions that I felt relevant to my research.  

When asked his thoughts on psychic distance as conveyed through the use of point of view and description, Smith said he had not heard the term before.  “That’s a funny way to put it,” he said.  “I guess that you’re right.  Stephen King does make me feel closer to the story by giving such vivid detail.”  Smith went on to reveal that he enjoys King’s writing because of this attention to the minutia.  Smith has been reading Stephen King since he was in high school and especially enjoys his movie adaptations.  

Provide some concluding remarks that indicate your interview (or other first hand research) has concluded and that it did either corroborate your thesis or refute it.  There will be a quiz on vocabulary.  Always keep a dictionary handy.  LOL.  Now onto your conclusion.  And thank you for staying with me.  Really.  I appreciate it.  And if you come to class and say, “Noodles,” I’ll know that you actually read this whole thing.  
So, you’re on page seven.  You’re about half way down the page.  Right about now, you’re thinking ‘Wow.  I’m almost done.’  And you’d be right.  Now is the time to think about your conclusion.  A conclusion should revisit your introduction BUT also offer some new insight, maybe.  You should wrap up what you’ve written about.  A conclusion should make it clear to the reader that you’re reaching an end without saying things like IN CONCLUSION. Those words are useful in a speech, when the listener is yawning and has no other way to know that the speaker is coming to the end of their long winded talk.  But with written text, you can see the end.  Just make sure that you’ve covered everything and that you feel satisfied with the ending.  Don’t just stop mid…
(Hit Ctrl-Enter to open a new page.  Your Epilogue goes next.)

Epilogue

What did I learn from writing this paper?  Well, I learned that it is a lot of fun to write something of this nature.  I hope that you found it amusing.  It was meant to be.  But I hope that it also serves as an example of what I’m looking for in this particular project.  

Did I enjoy the process?  Yes.  Certainly.  But then again, I enjoy writing.  I know that some of you don’t like to write.  I don’t like solving word problems.  I guess that’s why there’s chocolate and vanilla.  Who said that?  Someone on the radio, I think.  I’d check that source if this was a real, REAL paper.  But an epilogue is a place where you can be informal again.  

Did you learn anything surprising?  No, you’re saying.  None of this surprised me.  Actually, I only found quotes to support what I knew I was going to write.  That’s too bad.  Because if you go into a project knowing what you are going to include, you’ve not actually done any learning.  You’ve only done the research to support your conclusions.  

Well, at any rate, if you’ve found typos in this paper, please fell free to point thme out to me.  I tend to write quickly and I’m not a dot the I’s and cross the T’s kind of person.  I do hope to emphasize the process.  I hope that you put more emphasis on things like content and organization than spelling and grammar.  I know they are important.  I am not saying that they are not.  I’m only saying that word processing programs (useful tools) and editors (also useful tools) can point out these errors.  Only you can create content by putting your thoughts on paper.  Only you can organize those thoughts in a coherent cohesive pattern that others can read and understand.  Only you can prevent forest fires.  (Hit Ctrl-Enter for a new page and your bibliography.)

Bibliography—

Please use MLA format.  Check your local library or online reference for guidelines in how to do this.   

And… you’re done.
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