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ENGL 42.212 Sec. 202 ~ Short Story

Instructor:  Bernadette Stockwell

Southwick 401




bernadette_stockwell@uml.edu
Fall 2009





Office: Falmouth 301 B
MWF 12:30





Office hours: Monday’s 11:30- 12:30, 2:30 – 3:30
Course goal—Student read and appreciate the modern short story through an understanding of the crafts of writing.
Objective—Comprehension of content and theory is assessed with weekly quizzes, various creative projects throughout the semester and group presentations of a lesson based on a craft of choice paired with a short story chosen by each student group.  Please note-- the lesson presentation must include a visual aid and a class activity.
Grading—20% of your grade will be based on a midterm exam.  10% or your grade is based on weekly quizzes on the reading. 20% is earned by completing various creative assignments throughout the semester.  25% is earned with your presentation of your lesson. 25% of your final grade is based on your final exam.  

Attendance—You are required to attend every class; however, you are allowed four absences during the semester.  Please be on time.  Tardiness disturbs the entire class.  Please be respectful of your classmates.

Required text: 
Stories will be posted on Blackboard
Weekly readings are due on Monday’s.  Class will begin with a short quiz on the reading.  There will be no opportunity to make up these quizzes.  Please plan accordingly.
Week of September 2.4
W
Review syllabus, texts, oral presentation of lesson and weekly quizzes 

F
The Short Story:  Elements of the craft

Week of September  9, 11 

MWF
Plot-- what happens in the story


Reading due:  Lauren Groff, L. DeBard and Aliette: A Love Story, p. 143
“The Stone Boy” by Berriault
Currents by Hannah Bottomy—rearrange story  flash fiction
Awaiting Orders by Tobias Wolf (BASS’06)


Groups in class—What happens, as in The Three Little Bears

Week of September 14, 16, 18
MWF
Focus on Character

Mandela was late by Peter Mehlman  (POV) flash fiction

Reading due: So Much For Artemis
Character interview

Week of September 21, 23, 25
MWF
Setting Where am I?  How did I get here?



Reading due:  Roy Kesey, Wait, p. 194
Week of September 28, 30, October 2
MWF
Point of view  Who’s telling this story? “After A Life” YiYun Li (BASS ’06)

Reading due:  (BASS’07) Beverly Jensen, Wake, p. 166


Class exercise, changing POV

Week of October 5, 7, 9
M
Reading due:  “Casual Car Pool” (BASS’06), “Lawns” by Simpson

W 
Review for mid term

F
Mid term exam, based on short stories and the crafts of fiction
Week of October 12, 14, 16
M
No class, Columbus Day

WF
Psychic distance Reading due:  (BASS’07) Alice Munro Dimension, p. 268
Project due:  Newspaper report or police log re: Dimension
Week of October 19, 21, 23
MWF
Flannery O’Connor, A good man is hard to find and Good country people
Project due:  Create a personal ad for Hulga
Week of October 26, 28, 30
MWF
Take apart a short story and put it back together


Reading due:  Hemingway, A Clean Well Lighted Place, Hills like white elephants

Project due:  Create a menu for Hemingway themed restaurant
Week of November 2, 4, 6
MWF
Revise your story to get more mileage, Raymond Carver


What we talk about when we talk about love and Fires

Week of November 9, 11, 13
MWF
 Reading due:  Short story by Edgar Allan Poe
Project due:  Create a movie poster or radio promo for EAP story
Week of November 16, 18, 20
MWF
Begin work on oral presentation.  Additional work outside of class time may be necessary.


Students choose a short story.  You may use a short story that you read in high school, or another class, or pick one from various materials that I will supply.  More information on this project will be provided in November. 
Work in groups of 2 or 3.  —20 minutes
Week of November 23, 25
M
Oral presentations continued
W
Movie: O’Henry, The Gift of the Magi, The Cop and the Anthem, The Ranson of Red Chief 
Thanksgiving break

Week of November30, December 2, 4
MWF
Oral presentation continued

Week of December 7, 9, 11
MWF
Oral presentation continued

Week of December 14, 16

MW
Review for final exam, date, time and location TBA 

